
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 19 FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Present: Councillors John Kane, in the Chair; James Date, Gemma Dinsdale, 
Jeanette Forster, Jeffrey Hailes, Linda Jones-Bulman, Ged McGrath, Sam Pollen 
and Eileen Weir 
 
Officers: Steven Brown (Director of Financial Resources), Sarah Pemberton 
(Director of Corporate Resources and Commercial Strategy (Monitoring Officer), 
Stephanie Shaw (Democratic Services Manager), Clive Willoughby (Democratic 
Services Officer) and Rose Blaney (Scrutiny Officer) 
 
Also in Attendance: Mayor Mike Starkie. 
 

OSC161 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Felicity Wilson. 
 

OSC162 Declarations of Interests in Agenda Items:  
 
No Declarations of Interest were made. 
 

OSC163 Minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2020  
 
Councillors reviewed the minutes of the previous meetings.  
 
Councillor Pollen commented on the timing issues for receiving budget papers 
and finance performance reports that had been highlighted as a concern during 
the previous meeting. It was noted that, due to the delay in receiving 
information from the Government for the Budget, the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Meeting (OSC) was taking place after the Executive, which was 
against the norm as highlighted in the minutes of the previous meeting and 
needed to be taken into account. Councillor Pollen also highlighted that the 
budget papers had been received only a few days prior for most, if not all, 
councillors through no fault of the officers, which lead to an insufficient amount 
of time being given to read, understand and scrutinise the papers effectively.  
 
The Chair took this opportunity to highlight the aim of the meeting to review 
and question the Budget papers. 
 



Councillors reiterated the concern with not being able to scrutinise the papers 
fully in the timescale given ahead of the OSC meeting, through no fault of the 
council, officers or postal service. 
 
RESOLVED – That with a vote of six for and two abstentions, the Committee 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 17 December 2020 were 
approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
 
[Councillor Dinsdale joined the meeting at 2:07pm] 
 

OSC164 Executive Forward Plan  
 
The Committee reviewed the Executive Forward Plan. 
 
Councillor Pollen commented that on page 8 of the pack it was noted that the 
Executive meeting on the Draft Budget took place before the OSC meeting. 
 
Councillor Forster requested further information regarding Moss Bay Enterprise 
Trust. The Mayor informed Councillor Forster that it is an asset of Britain’s 
Energy Coast (BEC) and is under discussion between BEC and Cumbria County 
Council with more information being available at a later date. The Scrutiny 
Officer confirmed that they would provide OSC with further information once it 
was available. 
 
RESOLVED – That,  
 

a) With no objections raised, the Executive Forward Plan was noted. 

b) The Scrutiny Officer will provide OSC with further information on Moss 

Bay Trust Enterprise when it is available. 

 
OSC165 Draft Budget  

 
The Mayor presented his Draft Budget to the Committee.  
 
Members were then invited to ask the Mayor and the Directors present 
questions. 
 
Councillor Jones-Bulman asked if the further costs onto and within the funeral 
services over the past two years is justifiable. The Mayor responded that the 
increases have been kept to two percent annually, with inflation, which was 
reasonable. Previously it had been seven percent per annum. They Mayor also 



highlighted that significant capital investment had been placed into 
Bereavement Services (the Crematorium and Cemeteries) being run by 
Copeland Borough Council (CBC) along with vast improvements to the services 
offered. The Director of Corporate Resources and Commercial Strategy noted 
that CBC had tried to keep those costs empathetic and at an acceptable level. 
CBC are very aware when setting the Fees and Charges regarding what that 
means to residents and the sensitivity around that. The Director also 
highlighted, as Councillor Jones-Bulman had mentioned Funeral Poverty as an 
issue, that there were now other optional services to help residents through 
reduce rates through more choices being available. The Mayor also highlighted 
that he would take on board adding further communication around 
Bereavement for councillors, to enable them to be more aware of the benefits 
CBC are offering to residents.  
 
Councillor Dinsdale asked for further information on where the money goes 
from the fines received due to littering and fly-tipping, due the large increase as 
noted in the Fees and Charges. The Director of Corporate Resources and 
Commercial Strategy informed OSC that CBC have taken the opportunity to 
increase the fees as, the figures before now, have been below the regulatory 
limit and make no apologies for raising the figure now. The Director assured 
members that the money received from the fines is invested back into the 
service, to help support the service. Especially as not all of the services that CBC 
offer are statutory services, but they still need to be supported. They Mayor 
highlighted that CBC are not profiting from the fines, money coming in from 
fines does not cover the costs of dealing with the issues. 
 
Councillor Dinsdale also asked, on behalf of residents, regarding legal obligations 
for collecting waste, if there is a specific amount that needs to be collected and 
if they are liable for a refund should that amount not be reached. The Mayor 
confirmed that there would be no refund given. The Mayor also noted that, 
while aware of issues of some collection being missed, the reasons for this was 
not always at the fault of the crews (narrow streets typical of our geography, 
parked cars etc.). With the last twelve months also bringing their own issues. 
CBC have aimed to provide residents with as much information regarding missed 
collections through the Communications department. The Director of Corporate 
Resources and Commercial Strategy reiterated that there would not be any 
refunds and highlighted that collecting domestic household waste was a 
statutory obligation but there was no prescribed revenue element of 
expenditure applied. The Director also expressed their thanks to the Waste and 
Recycling teams for all their hard work through the last twelve months for their 
everyday effort being put in to get the work completed. Daily communications 
to residents and households as CBC know through in-cab technology who has 
been missed, where and why and work immediately through every effort to 



organise the logistics of rescheduling the revisits and recollection of those 
rounds. The Director noted that every effort goes in every day to aim to collect 
100% household refuse, even with issues such as lack of resources. The Mayor 
also highlighted issues with the current fleet contract which doesn’t help with 
resilience issues. 
 
Councillor Hailes referred to page 19 regarding funding for Covid-19 and 
payment of various grants to local businesses and wished to express his thanks 
to all the council, specifically Janet Sinnott and team, for all their work and help 
in helping local businesses going above and beyond. The Mayor agreed that the 
message will be passed onto the team through the Director of Financial 
Resources, highlighting that Copeland has been the best at distributing the 
grants for Covid-19 in a timely manner.  
 
Councillor Pollen noted his agreement with both Councillor Hailes and the 
Mayor, that staff have been exceptional in such unprecedented and challenging 
times. Councillor Pollen welcomed the report, but noted that due to the 
timeline, OSC will be bringing more of their questions to the Full Council 
meeting scheduled the following week, after a chance to further scrutinise the 
budget papers. Councillor Pollen noted that there are a lot of positives, but also 
negatives, following budget pressures which have been identified throughout 
the Draft Budget paperwork including lack of revenue from commercialisation 
and council tax leading to CBC needing to use the reserves and having to 
navigate such challenging times even with some promising projects and grants 
coming in for the future. Councillor Pollen highlighted the external auditor 
report which had been received late and its findings which the Mayor explained 
in further detail. 
 
Councillor Weir asked whether the additional grant on page 20 of £450k has 
been provided or is just provisional, and also asked if the additional budget of 
£145k mentioned in point 2.12 to meet the external audit fees and resources 
required it to cover Grant Thornton’s outstanding bills. The Director of Financial 
Resources answered that the £450k has not been received yet but CBC have 
been informed that we will be getting the money as part of the settlement. In 
terms of the £145k, is being split between increased Audit fees and to cover 
costs of increasing the capacity of the Finance team. 
 
Councillor Pollen reiterated the reason for the lack of questions at today’s 
meeting are due to lack of time to fully scrutinise the papers with more 
questions to come at the Full Council the next week. 
 



The Chair thanked the Mayor and the Directors for attending the meeting and 
providing OSC with their answers. The Scrutiny Officer reiterated this statement 
and sentiment, also thanking members for their attendance. 
 

OSC166 Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 
The next meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee will be held on 
Thursday 1st April 2021 at 2pm via virtual meeting. 
 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 3.22 pm  
 

 
Mayor 


